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M. The Parent’s Challenges
A. Keeping the Right Motivation
1. Pleasing God vs. Pleasing Self
2. Pleasing God vs. Pleasing Others
3. Trustvs. Fear
B. Keeping the Right Focus
1. Biblical parenting is not complicated.
2. Biblical parenting allows a variety of ways to apply biblical truth.
3. Biblical parenting does not involve “quick fixes.”
4. Biblical parenting understands the limitations of parental influence.
C. Keeping the Right Balance
1. Externalvs. Internal
2. Freedom and Responsibility
3. Friendship and Authority
4. Major issues vs. Minor issues
5. Parenting as the sole focus vs. parenting as an important focus
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The Parent’s Challenges

MR E 1 RS 2R
Review Pt. 1 & 2

1. R BHIPLSEIRF The Parent’s Priorities
A. BH T EHRERIEE Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ

B. &Y TR Commitment to Your Spouse
C. ZHTHRE Commitment to Your Family
D. &5 T3HAh Commitment to Others

. BRI EHR The Parent’s Goal

A ETHX ANREE Based Upon God’s View of Man
B. BETMXALEHFE Based Upon God’s Directions to Parents

=1 R A A% 78 b B B0 AR Ak,
Review or highlight part of the Homework from last week.

EX—iR, AMNBRE—

In this lesson, we will look at...

1. REHPEER The Parent’s Challenges
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LRXER N RBAEZ2H 6:4 9% F “REREINHIAERKRT RN QITE, 28
e — ek, BXFREFKERGEN, FTHHP 6:4 PRI, RERAETEHINHG=FE
o 453 JR N

There are certain challenges that parents face as they strive to reach the biblical directive of Eph.
6:4, to “bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” Three of these challenges are
described in the form of general guidelines parents ought to keep in mind as they look for practical
suggestions to flesh out the biblical mandate found in Eph. 6:4.

A. BREFIEFKZIHL Keeping the Right Motivation

EREARTHOIRFTREGAZERAFA. ZHELA TR EMHCHETRERME
BEF, Bde “LER” LTUA, R4 “TTik” ﬁ\—éﬁéf%-“ﬂa?

There is a real tendency to become only outcome oriented in your parenting. Avoid being
motivated to do what you do in order to produce a particular practical outcome. If the “end” is
okay, do the “means” really matter?

o [ER20:8-13, FHABHFEK (ZR), BRANREET R EFETEL ()

 RAY GG F H
In Num. 20:8-13, Moses gets the water for the people (the end) but is judged by God for
his anger against the people shown by his striking of the rock (the means).

o Tk (id42) 545 (BR) AKER, LENEX LT @RAATHELEHE R E &,
FRE, I TERAMNGEGRLEXET R,
The means or process is just as important, in some ways even more important, than the
end or the results. In fact, it is critical for accomplishing God’s purposes.

o MAFERFEMITIER M AT, MR EZ TN ORISR, INVIXRER S
SRR ) R, O 10:3-65 35 6:12)
God is not concerned with whether a methodology is “working.” He considers the heart
attitudes of the parents and the children to be spiritual issues fought on a spiritual
battlefield (2 Cor. 10:3-6; Eph. 6:12).

o MAHEBXEMECTRAEZZFRING T K, T XOIELA RN, MR695)
MAATA? LB XFHMN, TREXAAEEXMNFRZFILT, RAMF A Ede b3 55%
T7?

God desires that parents be faithful to the processes He has outlined in Scripture. His
process includes having the right motivation. What is your motivation? When it comes to
your motives as a parent, why do you choose to do what you do in a given situation with
your children?

XA — £ A AT LA Fo 5% 69 F AL
Parents must distinguish between the following right and wrong motivations:
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1. BbispiRREL HE. Pleasing God vs. Pleasing Self

BRI ISR AL ZXABIHLmE T ANRIEAE . (ARET 10:31)
A parent’s motive must be the glory of God.  This is a higher motivation than personal
happiness (1 Cor. 10:31).

X ERE R TZT ARG L &Y, AULA #H R RN KRG, 2
BTG, Rt—F 3, B—ANETHEN, FARLZFATRGKRR. A=A 848
AL RN R, RadfREROLL,

This means that | cannot see children as a gift from God only for my own pleasure; they
belong to Him. Further, this means that when a child disobeys, the problem is not that my own
happiness has been interrupted. Discipline and instruction from a selfish motivation will not
produce God-blessed change.

BRI, SRR IR T AT AR . B S R 2 3R
Jo T Ak

Occasionally, parents view the training of their children as an inconvenience. Christian
parents may not readily admit to thoughts such as:

0 “HFZTEANE. ”
“I don’t deserve this.”

0 “HKABAWE—ANRHFARGET.

“I have a right to a problem free child.”

0 “HBYPERVHETAKEZARAK A F D, Tk, T TRIHELRE,
FEFRFRS, 57
“I expect my child never to pick on his little brother, lie, leave dirty dishes, get low
grades in school ...”

0 “KERAAZTHFARILS KiTHER? 7

“How long am | going to be troubled with problems with my children?”

R, WTRREZTHARXFMEFGNIE, KFRNSHSE. i IANET
TR AA CA.

However, this may be the attitude of their hearts when their child does something
that hinders what the parent is doing. e.g. This child is disturbing my TV viewing.

MERFA, BERAAEAL; REFEA, MERXALTE, A FXEFH
REPSRI AT A RFNEZT

As long as there are sinners there will be problems and as long as there are problem:s,
things will not always be convenient or easy. Sinful parents have sinful children living in
their home.
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Bat, SCRRAAHE HIL [, MRS EZ T RbLss, DLUORZRERE, A
AR FEEEH ORISR A, IEMRZPLE0E: “EREREN” W5 5:9) « JAIHE
BRI AE I $E, HREEETH A R AT BT .

THEREFORE...Parents must view the problems that come up as opportunities for teaching
and training that will bring glory to God, not merely bring about their own pleasure. This, then,
is the right motive: “to be pleasing to Him” (2 Cor. 5:9). We must make choices in each
situation based upon what will please the Lord.

Bl ke IRE9FZ T, R feil 3B X 205 E AT R 12 R AR ART Y 2L,
AR R ARG R Ko P, RO EZGARYE:
e.g. Your child disobeys. You know from Scripture that you may need to spank him. But
you’ve done that before and you’re not sure it works. So, do you make your decision based on:

o H2aEAMER?
What works?

o A AEMRRAATIR?
What makes you feel comfortable?

o HMALEIFMGMAAL?
What other people tell you?

o A ATUAEILTAFATHAR?  GRIL AL F FAFT R F KBTS T AR LT 69
T4)
What will stop the child from bothering you? (give in, etc., anything to stop the
behavior without requiring action)

o MM RAAREHGFR?
What will be easiest on you?

FRBANEEZ T RIM SR, #AIR PR £ HOHMF E RS0 /R UER RS HL
Nk 628, 2ERECA TG HMR L, EMITES RGP ELMATEEN, AL
ZF RN R . SCEHTHIR T N IERESE, DRSS O 1:25) .

Will you do what God says to do, and therefore what pleases Him, whether or not your
child ever responds to it? Your obedience to Scripture with the right motive makes you a
faithful instrument in God’s hands. The child’s response is not necessarily the measure of
biblical parenting. The parent who does what is right in the sight of the Lord will be blessed
(James 1:25).

BUBLAY - RABAE A R KA A M. A X ANFHPA R Ay B A Toat,
Pleasing God and glorifying Him is the most powerful motive. It is the only motive that
produces hope and perseverance.
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B —AEHRAN G E R IA—

Another important motivation to distinguish is...

2. ERPisiEREDL M A Pleasing God vs. Pleasing Others

REPAE A S5 NZRLE

Parents must not allow themselves to be motivated by comparison with others.

XARIAEPIANT71H -
This can be seen in a couple ways:

o WABELTALRKRIRE, XFEMASI TR —MFRK.
I want my child to be behaved and do well in school so others will think | am a good
parent.

o A TIEAILYEAT AR, FS BRI U 7B M kS i o o
I am embarrassed when my child misbehaves in public because of what others will
think of me.

0 M1104#t: “KRIALERZHFAGSR, LA ZFMHGSR? 7
Gal. 1:10, “am | seeking the favor of men or of God”

0 T4 3:22 RHpATH “APTEBLEY” Fo “APPTEBLEG, 7
Col. 3:22 distinguishes “man-pleasers” from “God-pleasers”

0 ME1012 AL TEZ O THAZTAL.
2 Cor. 10:12 says those who measure themselves by themselves are without
understanding.

XA TR R ZB IR KRG HA A ZI KRR F D o RN EIRA
F§ AR R ey A AR

This does not mean you shouldn’t learn by observation or from interacting with other more
experienced parents. We're referring to the error of making other families the ultimate
standard.

o PBldw, FEMEENEA M EFATRERGE, Rk, KAELZZIHFH,
e.g. The Smiths have a family devotion night every Tuesday evening. Therefore, we will
too.

o B, FI—ANREZXEAANLZTHEN, BT ELETEE, RL&MNELE
XA
e.g. Another family requires their children to give a certain response when spoken to,
so we will too.
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o P, CAEFEIZTHIHKFHHBX (N2FR, RAFR, REXKF) , ¥
Fo

e.g. Particular rules regulating T.V., or what kind of schooling we will participate in
(public, private, home), etc.

o Fldw, RARMEMAKITE, ALMEARKAHAGKXS, ITAATHFARE,
TR 8RR T—H AR, RAmieA2Ah T FH 226930, BRI
Ao
e.g. Specific guidelines at the dinner table...Manners are a tool to show consideration
of others, not for the purpose of impressing others. Various families may have differing
rules and guidelines for meals. Yet they all may be seeking to live out biblical principles
and therefore be pleasing to God.

FE XA R ARG 1R S F I, 2R AL R R IR AT,
FHAFEF

The point: any or all of these may very well be good ideas or good things to do. But we
must be careful not to do good things for wrong reasons.

N T REIEBIAT NAEIR T, FEEZ AN AR 51U Al . SEREREI 2
WHNHECRIER R B R, R )5 LA L el A R R .

A problem arises when families compare themselves to other families in order to
determine right behavior and parenting methodologies. Even worse is believing your own
methodology is the most “spiritual” and then judging other families by it.

QU —LEFF AR BTSRRI, I LA I AR R B A, 302 s i >k i 7™
H . X AMEIEBIR T SR ROZAREI & —ME . (6 4:1-3; AT 4:1-5)

It is a serious issue of pride to create non-biblical guidelines by which we judge other
Christians. This destroys the unity and love that should characterize the body of Christ (Eph.
4:1-3; 1 Cor.4:1-5).

HEFR . 2 Al o FRBPrEN CRER T L4 1)
Recommended Reading: When People are Big and God is Small by Ed Welch.

FENEHANGE R PA—
A third important motivation to distinguish is...

3. {EEELIEM Trust vs. Fear

A RE LR R R A RAA P2 AR I BIHL (7R 3:5-8; 40— 4:16-18) o FRATTLZIIA A4
A&7 AR T LT, BEEMEIRE A, TAZR AR PR .

Parents need to avoid being motivated by the wrong kind of fear (Prov. 3:5-8; 1 Jn.
4:16-18). Rather than being motivated by fear, we must understand what it means to trust God
in every area of our lives, including parenting.
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AR F I A8 U A IR F BT, ZTHAE R Hfili2ode RIZTF &
ZIME, SFERA, AR TE,

Some parents fear that if they do not do everything right with their child, their child
may be a failure. They fear what may happen in the future if their child does not get
the high grades and score high on the gaokao.

LR ERFIS ) i RN EAT N, RHFEAH AT EA T OHE 7 &,
HeMEZT R KRK., Ea EETAR KR ELSEZ.

Other parents fear that without multiple levels of training, or strict adherence to
specific methods, their child will turn out to be a failure, a social embarrassment, or
deny the faith.

WS FERGEBRRAEINRAAK, RBR—LFEATUBEHF EXER S,

HE

FERB AR RSP 2 FHFROGAKFFRAMILEH TP

Many young Christian couples are new believers and can benefit from wiser role models.

The Church is to provide this opportunity. Titus 2 encourages the older men and women to

teach those who are younger about family issues.

I, ZIRRGIM AN Ao F AR L EE, ZMAZRREAZTEARLZEF

8B

(FG LR R ARG, 22 RAVLAE SEA.

Again, this is not to say supplemental training and teaching on parenting is unnecessary.

We certainly can glean much from parents more experienced at applying biblical truth than we

are. But, we must trust God.

B FEM M TATWTELEL, 77 ST A2 00 B S ) 2 R o FRATTHR L il A
HBh AT B S HE IR JR I . FATF AT, A B S 2B hE 2 ST AT
Tyo [N, FATEASFEMEAT L, IR i 45 R 76 2504 it

Trusting God means that we study Scripture to learn biblical principles for all areas of
our lives. We ask questions that will help us be wise in applying those principles. We
learn skillful living from older, wiser saints. But we trust God to guide us and we trust
Him for the outcome of our choices.

BT IAWE B RWOTIR Z 0K, FEErsE TRATI . JATA R A M
R UF HIRE o SRTMT, FRATTAZ A B AN BE R D9 JRATTR AR 11 32 B2 FH (A7 42:2)
Trusting God provides hope in light of the fact that we fail many times as parents. We
do not always make the best decision in every situation. However, we rest in the fact
that God’s will is not thwarted by our mistakes (Job. 42:2).

MR LR BA TR B (ARAT 4:2)

God’s only requirement is our faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:2).

Bk MR A MR LR AR AER, REFENHBFALET
Scripture is sufficient to guide us even if we never have the opportunity to learn what
practical suggestions other families may have.
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BM—RRERN, BEFEA.
We must not fear...We trust God.

o  HKRANKBF I AVGYIEE, UM OB R G, AT ARIZAGIH B b A&
HAafEAY,
We can study God’s Word, apply it with confidence, and take advantage of any help
afforded to us...All the while praying and trusting God.

HeFE b . BRI E (B ——RIE A dr il )
Recommended reading, Trusting God by Jerry Bridges

T HA BRI, KEL @Bk 2 —
In addition to keeping the right motivation, parents are challenged with...

B. fREFIEMKIH L Keeping the Right Focus

AU R NFRATT G 2 i i 0 TS L [ P9 2 51 F A

This flows out of what we’ve already said in regard to “motivations.”

1. BFXLNEFRTAAS ER .
Biblical parenting is not complicated.

TEK 22:37-40, HBGRIG T 265 K I0Ar: oA Anc. R K 2314 051
MR UEAE LORL,  “Hb AT HETH i B AH AN, HAE AR B
In Matt. 22:37-40, Jesus gives two great commands: love God and love your neighbor.
Note the contrast in Matt. 23:4, to the Pharisees “tying up heavy loads and leaving them on
men’s shoulders.”

o RN, KETUEHHERE FAFA—M, NTHELTZE2IREGEE,
TR AR, MR A T A RKRER, RERAEANT &, FHLRT
rE,

In the same way, parents can easily become like the Pharisees. They desire additional
answers to what the Bible provides. Out of fear and frustration, they fall prey to
creating their own complex system or following someone else’s method.

o RLMERMR, BNCIRERTEENFTEHAHIST F, AR S AL,
RZEBZT R, LG REMNGBRAKRZR, FEER—F7E TN,
| feel | must warn you about the many parenting movements and methods that have
begun in the United States. There are many that say that you must follow their
parenting system if you want your children to be successful. They give you a list of rules

to follow.

B R B 2R B D Is IR G, SRR — AR 1S .
Parents then gain a false sense of confidence by substituting a particular parenting system
for the faithful application of God’s Word.
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o RAEHYFT O, HATHALTHAFEFTERCH, FLIFWHARE. s EHG

oo, RERETRERATHNERKFELA I, Plde: AARERET. #HF,
%%'ﬁyﬁﬁﬁﬁéw,Rﬁ#*Pm%\&*iﬁ%éw,%énﬁﬁiﬁ
+F a2 RE,
Without the proper focus, it’s easy to turn parenting into a much more complicated
endeavor than what God intended. It’s easy to do this with any spiritual discipline of
the Christian life and ministry. For example, some make evangelism, counseling, prayer,
and a host of other aspects of Christianity into very complicated, scientific endeavors to
the point that a believer without a Th. D. scarcely understands them.

o HOARIFHELTHIBHAT LR LR . ITREATLPRAIK, RF
B GHRE, L PR EMNAEN, HAREMNA T, RETRAERKT
Yo, AR, I, FL, ERAEMYE, LR e) TR AALFW
Aok,

The simple character of biblical parenting is best summed up in Eph. 6:4. This does not
mean there is no challenge involved, or that there is no place for learning how to be
better. The challenges cause us to depend upon God, not ourselves. Simple
dependence upon God and His resources is the essence of Christian life whether the
issue is parenting, marriage, work, ministry, finances, etc.

B —ABANL IS S R —
Another focus we must keep in mind is...

2. BFEENEFEARTH AR KAEEHELAH,
Biblical parenting allows a variety of ways to apply biblical truth.

BEZ, ARRA ML,

In other words, there is not just “one way.”

o (EACHEEAWRAIRBINERHN, BAUTHEEMBERTXARE O 5:13) PLK
XA ANRIRE (P 14:19) » DAiFA R EBCEH 28, ERANMIZEELKE
ANEEFW. BATN NI RS R £ fEH .

When dealing with matters not specifically addressed in Scripture, we must be
governed by love for others (Gal. 5:13) and showing deference to others (Rom. 14:19).
Personal preferences are not inherently wrong, but should not be equated with biblical
directives. What is beyond Scripture is our opinion.

o flde: @ETIZIF: A, HF. FRIRE. BR, FF. AT LB T
W, —NEREZ —ANEREASATRE.
e.g. Choices in such categories as etiquette, education, music, dress, entertainment, etc.
One family may have convictions in these categories that differ from another family’s
convictions.

ACBERT DL 8 Ho A N2 H AR S R R U, AR DA 25U H 6 T AT T B KB 1T 5 e i R R E
Parents can consider the practical suggestions of others but must make decisions as to what is
best for their own family.
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o IRATHERATRE I HHLIX 4 24 BORAA AWM A, By &/ 5 PRI 3508 2 18]
X o
And we need to make clear distinctions, as much as is possible, between what is a
biblical mandate and what is personal opinion...i.e. command/principle vs.
suggestion/application.

o AMEBKLHL2FTANTAMACTHTE, URBMNAELSF Lty L
B3R, 2R KAMEI AL HFHFFLA “ABHL” 92 d,
We can talk about what has been helpful in our own family and our own reasons for
making a particular choice on an issue, but we must stop short of trying to
“Christianize” everything we do.

BEANEBRAEN PO
A third focus to keep in mind is...

3. BEFXLNBFIIABRESLFELE .
Biblical parenting does not involve “quick fixes.”

FOR T AR H R n] R tH— BRIV R TG 5, 2 2 7M. frsk—
/NP S

Rather than a series of short-term solutions to a particular problem, parenting is a
multi-faceted relationship that lasts a lifetime.

XEFFEERRBIERRKEFNTE, Pldm: 4 ﬁ%/\«'ff%%“}‘ﬂ% PR 6 i ok T
EHRIEAANIZT I, HFFAAMFESEY, SFESTFEZE, KEELHSIRT it
. LEZAENPIARELTASH AR, ﬁ&mﬁm“ﬁ&ﬁ&”%ﬁiﬁb&%
To HEMEY, TARZRIAEAFIESF Y, @A EH AR BN S 8 A6
A,

Often parents want just a quick solution to an immediate problem. For example: Two
children are arguing. The immediate solution is to separate them and tell them to stop it. The
situation is then forgotten about since the argument is over. This is just a “quick fix” when the
true problem is the selfishness in the heart of the child. Instead of simply finding a way to end
the argument, you can use this opportunity to address the child’s heart issue of selfishness.

o HATFTHPORLH (m6:9), &ME 2T “Kik Y. BEEHEAT,
BANA KA Rk Fa 8 5 6 e 77 49,
The focus here is on perseverance (Gal. 6:9). We're in it for the ‘long haul.” Many
situations that come up don’t have quick and easy solutions.

0 REKFHZTHZEZLH,

| will have to persevere in teaching my child.

0 HAENFZTHBAELH,

| will have to persevere in discipline.
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o HEHFZHFHELEDH,

| will have to persevere in praying about an issue.

o R FUARSL RN AL 7105 A FR) 1] R g >0 5% o e Pt 4 SR 2 4R g BT T %o ) 4 8 3-SR P
fEORTTIENG? B, AR AR A LRI AR T, AP 70 i 1) AL (AR 4:235 20:5),
IS, b — 43R ? e RAREXAE, SEHBRFHEAA S (&
FHHOTRIFF O FE R EIFH)

Do you just want instant relief from an irritating problem or habit your child has? Do
you seek quick fixes for your own struggles? Or, do you want to take the time to
prayerfully get to the “heart” of the issue (Prov. 4:23; Prov. 20:5) to gain a character
victory that will last a lifetime? If so, this takes time and effort (both planned and
unplanned!).

o LYXBEFETRT, —RENHFREEFTFPHEMNEF, ZTH—5—W, BE—
AT A5 (¥ 6:4-9) o FRMAREHmAF RN, &RALAE, L
FAappta, t4E, HRMNE—& “KEKXKB”

A child learns little by little, day by day, as parent and child walk together through the
everyday issues of life (Dt. 6:4-9). Family members need to love, support and forgive
one another through their successes and failures; remember, you're in it together for
the ‘long haul.’

o HM “HT&, IT&HE” (#6:9) o MAREER E—RREEANRA, &
F A, BRI RAEREHE—AZANER, ROEHIFENGILE,
We need not “lose heart in well doing” (Gal. 6:9). Even if you have to deal with an
issue more than once...persevere. Be encouraged! You’'re building relationships that
last a lifetime and your efforts will be blessed by God.

4. BFXLKFFFHBAXERHE BRYE

Biblical parenting understands the limitations of parental influence.

SRR RIA 1SS HER G AR . (BRI

Parents cannot control the results of their parenting effort. God does.

o JHE 1:6 AT 2 & AT A5 89 TAE
Phil. 1:6 states that God will complete the work He begins.

o MN522-25 HERALER T,
Gal. 5:22-25 says the Spirit brings the fruit.

o R 412 HAPEYE—4T N, KA,
Heb. 4:12 declares that God’s Word is what is quick and powerful.

A8 FAE R VAR H B B LR S R MIEFH R F
Our responsibility is to be faithful to do what we know is right, with the right motives.
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IRABER L — DT L, HERTLL, FONERIZHMHTEE, JFR i 4 m
B (B8 24:7; ¥ 10:13-17, fFiERMNIFIERRD o IRTZE HAIEE, HOPEHE

W, HiE—
You cannot change a child’s heart; only the Holy Spirit can as He uses the Word of God, in

accordance with the perfect will of God (Jer. 24:7; Rom. 10:13-17, faith comes by hearing the
Word of God). You need to live the Word, and teach the Word, but...

o %%, ZTHCOEMMNT. AH—HENMAMENE DHAETEAIK (4518, ¥
14:12) o ZTARAXFHLEAMF D, RESEMN A TR T HZ A AN
& B 8947w AT 3K
Ultimately, a child is accountable to God. Each person must give an account for their
own lives someday (Ez. 18; Rom. 14:12). Children will not be able to blame their sin on
the mistakes of their parents. Both will give an account for themselves for their own
actions.

KT FH B A B A b, K IS 6 = AR PR

In addition to having the right motivation and the proper focus, a third challenge facing parents is...

C. BREFIEMKI 4T Keeping the Right Balance

AT AR AL T T AT . FEAN TR L PR AT A B I, R I R A R A X L T
Balance applies to every issue of life. It is easy to be out of balance in some area. Watch
especially for a lack of balance in these areas:

1. SMEM JEE . (BILEI-K 5 6)

External and Internal. (Sermon on the Mount-Matt. 5 & 6)

Bl — R E LT RAT N, TS 18 FH 2R 2RI 5 R AT )0 o
i.e., Majoring on controlling the child’s behavior without using Scripture and prayer to deal
with his heart.

o fldm, ERIE e BREZENFE (TH0, XKER) —PE21 N: ARXE-—GRLF
PR, XATREEREETINMEQG N EfN-F, AR RNA REER
ok, RFEBEAREE, LR,

e.g. From Tedd Tripp’s book Shepherding Your Child’s Heart, page 21. A parent can
simply focus on the external justice and fairness involved in a fight over a toy and
simply decide who had it first, or get a watch to time them each for a turn.

o TREMTF A2 FRETFOAAWI, Wy DERRA R, RRITFE B
Ho, BEZAF|F, ILMNEZFFRAIMNG “BA7, TRILAHA, @R
AR “#RER”

That might help a 2-year old whose reasoning is still limited. But children need to be

patiently and lovingly led to learn to give up their “rights” and prefer others in love, not
just “take turns.”
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WA AEAEEZ T INGRBGEFIZEN, IR AR AR, (H2 Bmi2Bis CK
23: 23, 24, 27, 28) . KKMAE, ATk ELMEEFKR, 240020 TRNRA T,
R E N5 F I AR 6 ML FeAn 3T BROK A BB 69 IAFm i — % (74 18:9-30 428 L E R WY
HF; 792:20-23) ,

You do not want to train your child to become a Pharisee, where everything looks good on
the outside but inwardly they are corrupt (Matt. 23:23, 24, 27, 28). As adults, they have all their

table manners and “yes, sir’s” in place, but they do not know Christ. Don’t equate adherence
to external regulations with a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ (Luke 18:9-30 the story of the

rich young ruler; Col. 2:20-23).

FERM = X L, AMERIZHRN T 70 RVEJE K, R MEE 2 A+ ¥
Z NSRRI B ER R, A E SRR E A 22 58F B X F LA,

In one sense, external controls have little or nothing to do with the final outcome of a
child’s heart (Phil. 3:6). Many people whose upbringing was without a Christian influence
have come to faith in Christ and now enjoy the privileges of useful ministry.

(R85 8E% 4, % 5i8)

(More information about discipline in lessons 4 and 5.)

PREEENEIL SN EF N R AT, LB LT a9 KA
Watch out for a lack of balance between the external and the internal. Also avoid a lack of
balance between...

2. HEHM FE (I 5:13,14; T 2:16)
Freedom and Responsibility (Gal. 5:13, 14; 1 Pt. 2:16).

RFRETREZWAB, A5 FEAREMNTHE. ARG TETREZHE
.
This means giving too much freedom on one hand with no balancing restrictions and
responsibilities on the other. Don’t give too much freedom too soon.

o Bldm: MFE, —AKETTREFLERATHRER (HE, RR) , LRRE
FRATEMG AL, e R H5E . REAFL, XFRITFRTERGINE. BH%T
DNEGEAR, RIS AL AR S MO F T FHM R TR AR, SRR B
F) 2 o AT — ot X 2 HE
e.g. After school, a child left to himself may choose to pursue his own pleasure
(reading, playing) rather than fulfill any responsibilities, like housework, homework, or
music practice. When he is younger, he needs your structure to get it all done. When
he is more responsible, he can help determine and implement the schedule.

By W SRR 2, BT M BRI . BT IR, SRR
Za THE 2 e, BN ST 3D HCR AR A4, B4 One:7) .

Children need parental guidance to teach them how to have victory over selfish desires. A
parent should allow a child more freedom as the child learns self-control, thus demonstrating
responsibility. Extending privileges teaches sowing and reaping (Gal. 6:7).
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FEEE, KBEEFHFXSZREH, TAFZTARKG AR, 22 F L9 XEN
B R IR P 5 5] B9 R,
Sometimes a parent becomes unnecessarily controlling or overbearing, not allowing the
child the freedom to fail. But a wise parent understands the value of learning from mistakes.

BB ) T e

Also strive to balance...

3. REM BB
Friendship and Authority

IWIRHRSRZ JATHRIFHIN A, B RE RIS, FsL b, BIATAE T IR,
b A W AT AR TEAR M, SR BT AT/ 53 ) O 4:15-16) .« (ERFATRITAE )X
BHE L, AREERATEEXMOHER R E, 52, RITSMIREARHA 2=
feig . HRERZIRATHINA, (BB R2EAINE JHE2) .

It is a great joy to know that Jesus is our dearest friend. In fact, He beckons us to come
boldly and freely to Him to receive help in our times of need (Heb. 4:15-16). But this
confidence we have to approach Christ must never cause us to lose our sense of awe and
respect for Him. In other words, we must not be presumptuous in any way in our relationship
with Him. Jesus is our friend; but he is also our Lord (Phil. 2).

o [FAIFEHL, REPEZT WA UBONIFIAA . FATREZE RATHIZ 5, B ) HE
¥, MR RIEATE IR Rk (EERFD « HR, RIS TR
BB [F)— 78 EEAFAEE 2 )P4 o
In like manner, friendship is an aspect of the relationship parents enjoy with their
children. We love our children dearly, and they become closer companions (and even
peers) as time goes on. But a proper balance must exist between our friendship with our
children and our authority over them.

— 7@, BANAREILFZT KA BAVR AR, FR e mates
KZT IR KGR BAHFo F—F @, e REMNEZEZ AL, FHEZT+
SRR, BMNERFT —BREY, RE—LHAEXEZ.

On one hand, we must not allow our children to progress to this peer relationship
too quickly or we may jeopardize their ability to understand the biblical requirement
that children submit to parental authority and teaching. On the other hand, if we are
heavy-handed with authority, we may stifle the progress toward a wonderful, lifetime
friendship.

o MWGTERIFE, HANEXTEORFES G-
God gives the grace and wisdom to maintain the proper balance in this regard.
B Ih—AE B0y TR
An additional important balance is the one between...

4. EEFEBMN KE B

Major issues and Minor Issues
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“d AR R, BEGEARATTRIAR R 2. 7 (K 23:23-24)

“straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel” Matt. 23:23-24

NSRBI LH, BE-UARHENBRAE, 5of XREEt e
FlAL, Blde: 4 FREZTALTARF, KAMNEFEXEZATRREG LS T, B
WAL A “ 8 —AN FEHF, ARACHFEM, TALFRL,

It is easy to become overbearing, majoring on issues that are not clearly biblical. Issues
involving the heart are major issues. e.g. We need to be more concerned with the child
who pushes his brother out of the way so he can “be first” to wash his hands, than the child
who washed his hands and they still are a bit dirty. Selfishness is a heart issue; hygiene may
not be.

AL LI G T @ ag XA

Parents must also understand the difference between...

5. BFRTREEEFEFN E—f LON—EERTHE
Parenting as the sole focus of the Christian life and parenting as an important aspect
of the Christian life

18R B, BAVLZAT BAV R R0 — A& F Z LR AN L. A KA
MET A —ADNZREGHRF =0 AT IWHETER, BLTZ -8+ O,
EEMGEFZABARLZH, CREARSZTFEZRAZEFATH—T. KMNLHE
HREBRGITA JTiE. SANVEFE AN T AT —F ERAEA (AT 10:31) .

As Christians, we should have a biblically accurate perspective of our priorities. Raising our
children is part of a grander scheme. As important as parenting is, it cannot be the “hub”
around which the “wheel of our lives” turns. It is one priority among many. We must be
consumed with ALL our duties as Christians. We exist to glorify God in all that we do (1 Cor.
10:31).

BPEATOAFZ A AT, FAEA SRR A, 2 500005 T 31T B Ay % T o 22
MITUEORERTT CELUnBOF, fefmd, FRMA, BRMLNE . L AEILETRT
IHFEIRIRARIIRE 71, AR A AR TR AT o B

As we keep this “eternal perspective” in mind, our role as parents will be kept in balance
with every other important duty God has given us (i.e. worship, evangelism, ministry to others,
spiritual disciplines, etc.). Never let parenting consume you to the point where all of life
revolves around it.

B4 Summary

AU B HAr e, B ONHELEN, X —mdf AR . (HREXR AR, A
T S Pk o FRATT LU IR ZNL. ORI X BBk A TRAT T3 TR s, B
AR T 2ot BAME LI — 87 . BOR T LAMUNGR FE R U — IUAESS, T (5 SE A i
HAEL 2.

Our goal as parents--being faithful in applying biblical principles--is not complicated. But we face
challenges in meeting the goal. We must have the right motivation, focus, and balance. These challenges
keep us on our knees so that our parenting is part of our walk of faith. Instead of merely completing a
list of “to do’s,” parenting is a wonderful opportunity to trust God.

HRELBFTL ASCE AT B IRC BT Wl ;w3 AT 11 M%i . www.ChinaMuZhe.com
Parenting for Life Grace Community Church, All Rights Reserved



2% 48 52 %34
PONDERING THE PRINCIPLES Lesson 3

N, RBATRYMEE N S, KBt A EEE

Next week, is Point IV of our outline, The Parent’s Roles: A. The Disciplinarian

ERAE
PONDERING THE PRINCIPLES

...
QUESTIONS...

B AR

PONDERING THE PRINCIPLES

1 BIEAR, WA NEas .

Review the lesson, including any Scripture passages.

2. AWEI MRS (BE C, BB AFIE SRR RS SRR RE R —
(88) 7 iF284 . PRFGE i A M g L4 R Bafi?
Of the three types of wrong motives mentioned in the lesson (pleasing self, pleasing others, and
sinful fear), which one(s) do you struggle with most? Give examples. What do you need to “put off”
and “put on?” How will you do it?

3. IREEARF L AL SR RIS BEE 7 A ) L AB SR 51 (Ebangl 220 7 Jf 5 —Le At
BlFAEECEL (Eetngl 25) o MRAEIR B A NHIBHSE, HF 2R R EE T T, BIREHTE
T — S BARTT I, BOE A A — SRR R T
Can you think of examples in Scripture where parents trusted God with issues concerning their
children (e.g.. Gen. 22)? Contrast these with some negative examples (e.g. Gen. 25). Based on your
reflective study, list some specific aspects of parenting, or specific areas of your child’s life, in
which you need to trust God.

4. BERT LRI, IARINVR B ARL T R G . A4 1R i s Al AT TR 1
RVE AR EHBRIN? A T R EX — N, EBRAEA . 17 56:3; 3§ 41:10; /K 3:5-7 Al
JHE 4:6,7.

Parenting is an opportunity to recognize where your thinking needs to be shaped by Scripture.
What fearful or other sinful thoughts do you need to put off? To help in this regard, meditate on
passages such as Ps. 56:3, Is. 41:10, Prov. 3:5-7, and Phil. 4:6,7.

5. M NAIUAWL A, SHRETR T AR PR

Evaluate your parenting based upon these four perspectives:

o REARERENWHGFTE, MAEHE—H, BEZIZIHE 0 P22
Have you become confident in someone’s parenting “method” rather than a daily, moment
by moment walk of faith?
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o BZH NMELVISNG T LHFFARMERF I RS 2 AR FESF I o) A g 2
Have you been judged, or do you judge others, by non-biblical standards concerning
parenting?

o URIERNSCBE R SSUE PRI AR e 1) BRI T VA 2 WURAREA B RIS R, SRS TS ?
Do you only focus your parental attention on quick solutions? Do you give up quickly on
an issue if you don’t see results?

o PRAECHLKE PR TE SRR T, S SR BRI RO ? ERARE S VN E Ot
RECCAR 2T 2 AREIAT D92 Ui [m] 325 3K P A [ Rt 2
Are you faithfully imparting God’s Word to your child, trusting the Holy Spirit to affect his
heart? Or do you easily fall into the trap of thinking you can change your child’s heart
yourself? How do your actions answer these two questions?

6. 1 EPTR, TR ARG B H R A, A7 AE S A SRS IR IT S . I RER AN,
AL — 2B T8 ——AU A AL Al N BRSO T e A AL AR 2
B ? ARABAEARE 27 W] 5 FTHRE . $E0r AR A R NETRT 3835 2 EURI R, RS
ZAANTTIRTR 2B E ARSI e, VRAEZMAIMEAT SR ? T — Nkl SIRIEZ e 3
7 N2> BRI
As stated, a variety of practical solutions exists to many of the day to day issues that occur in the
home. A familiar subject that illustrates this fact is manners. Manners are a way to show respect
and consideration of others. What manners are important to you? How do you want your
children to greet others, answer the telephone, and address adults?  In your home, how do you
want your children to respond when you give them instruction or a task to perform?  Develop a
plan to work on these issues with your children in a reasonable manner.

7. FMGRAE R TR BT, B R VR RS AR, MRS DT A AN . T — R, Ak
PRI S il B K
Identify your strengths and weaknesses in relation to each of the balances mentioned in the lesson.
Develop a plan to address the areas in which you struggle the most.
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